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In the historic Dutch city of Delft on 12-14 May 2023,
we are inspired by world-renowned Montessori
Trainers: Patricia Wallner, Vikki Taylor, and Bo Mynett.
Casa Bilingual Montessori school, together with
International Montessori Institute, wish to inspire all
local Montessorians with rich content and additional
support. Deepen your knowledge of the Montessori
Method as we look at Acquisition of Culture.

This weekend is further supported by Haagse
Montessori Opleiding, AMI, and Nienhuis.
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Our Trainer, Bo always has a great artistic flair. The
charts she draws, and the art lessons she gives us in the

training course are always inspiring, not only for us but
also for the children. She started her lecture with art.
Art can be the key to all the subject areas for the
elementary children. It is said that music and art
education is vital to a child’s development and aids in
the ability to become lifelong learners.

Music and art education can teach children various
skills without us knowing. From confidence building to
social skills, motor skills and a greater understanding of
the world around us. Music and art education is a key
subject for children to explore.

International Montessori Institute

Inspiration Weekend!
Acquisition of Culture.
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“Help me to think by myself”

Children under 6 built themselves through the
environment. Their Absorbent Mind and the Sensitive
Periods are the important aid for their development.

From 6 years old and on, their minds have changed
to a ‘Reasoning Mind’, and they always try to see the
reason in everything. Instead of the sensitive period, a
strong sensitivity to Morality and Sociality appears.
What is wrong and right, bad or good, should or should
not, etc. They wander around the world with their
moral sensibility. They want to confirm that the moral
sense they have is good for this world, society, and
community. ‘Think’ does not include only thinking for
myself but thinking for others. For their own
developmental need, they come to you for the
confirmation of their inner voice. They want to become
secure about their feelings.

So, when a child comes to you, saying ‘T was doing
(this and this) and | think it’s bad. | told him to stop it,
but he won’t listen!” You take a moment and say, ‘Yes,
you are right.” Even if you do not have time to go there
and deal with the situation, just say, ‘You are totally
right. You know, | am busy doing this right now, but
later I'll go and tell him. Because you are completely
right.” Once this child gets the confirmation, they
become very secure. This sense of security that the
children are building at this level needs support. With
the adult’s help and support, the child will gain
confidence and will be able to look at the world in a
positive way.

The same can be said for the learning process.
Children are tireless leaners. They always want to know
more. They want to know about everything they
wonder about in this world. To learn more and more,
they need a firm guidance from adults, in order to build
confidence.
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So, we can say that it is our responsibility for
children to come to love what they learn, for them to
be active, and for us to give them a vision of what they
haven’t seen yet. In this way, we need to spark their
interest.

Confirmation becomes confidence. Confidence
changes the attitude. This attitude will be a part of the
child that will last for life. What kind of attitude do you
want your child to have?

ffering children ‘Cosmic Education’ is one of the
outstanding aspects of Montessori education. Cosmic
education is like a FREE ticket to enter this world at a
conscious level. In Cosmic Education, we start from the
whole to work on the goodness of human beings. We
all belong to a part of greatness of human society.

For that reason as well, we need them to be active
to learn. If we, adults, understand how important it is
to offer children something in a way that their interest
is aroused, or to become physically interact with the
environment, that is when they learn. They will say,
‘Cool, | want to be able to do that, too.’

Cosmic education does not isolate the subject areas.
Because we think that one subject should aid other
subjects. When you tell the story of geometry, children
will see the patterns. In the pattern of the earth, they
will see geography. There, is Egyptian civilization as
history. How they grew their crops and plants, what
they ate, what they were afraid of, will connect
children to Biology. Math and Pythagoras cannot be
told without Egyptians. And of course, all of those
above contains language, reading, writing and
comprehensive skills.

This is a great way to use the elementary children’s
great power of imagination!

For children to learn, all the subjects should
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interrelate with each other. But why does the
traditional curriculum try to isolate the subject? Why do
we need to test what children know in particular
subject? What is the ‘mastery’? Don’t you say, ‘Just
memorize for the test’ without any deep
understandings? Is it really true and right that learning
is only equal to a mental memory capacity?

| would like to say, no, tests are not necessary to
check the child’s mental capacity. Rather, let's offer our
child everything what this whole universe tells us. Let
our child benefit from this Cosmic Education to the
fullest.

So, what would you do/say to your child to spark
their interest?

After this Inspiration Weekend, | came to this
beautiful Montessori community in UK, ‘The Montessori
Place’ for one week of observation. They serve children
from 15 months to 18 years old in the tradition of the
Montessori education (AMI),

One day the director, Rob brought a huge sheet of
plywood in the classroom and said to a group of girls of
10 years old.

‘Imagine, what do you think, at the end of this term,
you'll enjoy the summer on the boat that you make.’
‘Let’s get down to work!’
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